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SESSION 1.
RUSSIAN LANDS BEFORE 862 AD

The Russian civilisation was born in the east ofoga — in the huge area between the
Baltic Sea, the Black Sea, the Don and Dunay riveesnnants of these long-gone civilisation
were discovered in such places as Ipatovo, Sirdastazyryk and Arkaim (so called «Russian
Troy»).

The first civilisations in official connection touRsia were Cimmerians, Scythians and
Sarmatians. Cimmerians were a mysterious people ftéral, who attacked Babylon and
Assyrian Empire in VIII-VII centuries BC. Scythiangere an Irannic people and they were
known to have two major goals in life: horse tradel war. The Scythians influenced the Greek
culture when Greek merchants established the traldaies in Dnepr and Phanagoria in the VI
century BC.

By the Il century BC, Sarmatians captured the l8aytSarmatians were a group of
Turkic tribes, with the Alans being the most poweriThey were recorded by the Byzantines to
be «tall, handsome, and blond». They were origiatimads, but soon settled down along the
Black Sea coast with the Slavs. Alans traded withByzantines, and they developed an artistic
sense, making jewelry and other artistic crafts.

In the IIl century AD, the Goths from the Germal@inds conquered the Sarmatians, and
settled along the Dnepr and Don rivers. The risthefGothic power was under the rule of king
Ermenrich II.

By the IV century AD the nomadic Huns swept to tegion and allied with the local
opponents of the Goths - Alans, Avars and Antegeliter, they fought and defeated the Goths.
After Ermenrich’s suicide the Goths left the regiammd went into Roman territory, finally
destroying Rome. After sweeping destruction ackEs®pe, the Huns died out or settled in the
Central Europe and mixed with others tribes.

The Antes were ancient ancestors of Slavs whal laleng the Donets and Bug rivers.
This conglomerate of Slavonic tribes fought agaithet Byzantine Empire, the Avars and
barbarian landlords in the Europe. Finally the Ansettled the Balkan region, with the Avars
settling in Hungary.

Slavs were just one of the several Antes tribecivimhabited the Central and Eastern
Europe, but step by step they became the domimammp Somehow this name was applied later
for the great number of people who settled in tlea detween Baltic, White, Caspian and Black
seas. Relatively little is known about the Slavsause the probable absence of a written

language and the remoteness of East Slavonic |&naept for the apocryphal Book of Veles
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(written in unknown script), very few native Russidocuments, dating before the XI century,
have been discovered. Cyrillic script was creaggecsdically for Slavonic adoption only about
863 AD by the Byzantine monks Cyril and Methodilibe earliest facts are known from the
Arabic, Persian and Byzantine chronicles.

Early medieval historians were impressed with fhieitsof independence and enterprise
inculcated among the Slavs from birth. Ibn Rus®érsian historian, writes: «When a son is
born, the father will go up to the newborn babypsiin hand; throwing it down, he says; «l
shall not leave you any property: you have onlywwa can provide with this weapon!»

Sources portray the Slavs as devout pagans. They ex¢remely tolerant and combined
different religious streams: traditional Slavoniantheon was added by Scandinavian and
Finnish gods. The priests (wolkhves) wielded grpatver over the common folk. They
determined what women, men, or animals had to befisad, and there was no appealing their
decisions.

Trade was the major source of financial incometla Slavs. The likely mainstays of
their economy were river’'s (Volga, Dnepr, Dunayadie routes. Russian merchants traveled
down the Volga, paying duties to the Bulghars ahdzars, to the ports of Gorgan and Abaskun
on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea; on occ#éisey traveled as far as Baghdad. For
example, 20 000 Slavonic mercenaries even had @at§yria within the Arab army. More
than 228 000 Arabic coins have been recovered troen a thousand hoards in European Russia
and the Baltic region. Almost 90% of these arrivedscandinavia by way of the Volga trade
route.

In accordance with the earliest major manuscripRassian history - Primary Chronicle
(written in the late XI and early XII centuries)Slavs were divided into 12 tribal unions who
settled between the Baltic Sea and the Black SethdoyX century. These tribal unions were
Polyans, Drevlyans, Severyans, Dregovichs, Radsnistyatichs, Krivichs, Ulichs, Slovens,
Dulebes (later known as Volhynians), White Croatégertsi.

The earliest tribal centres of the East Slavs oetl the proto-towns of Holmgard
(Novgorod), Aldeigja (Ladoga), Izborsk, Alaborg, ubsha, Polotsk, Gnezdovo, Sarskoe
Gorodishche, Timerevo and Kiev. Slavonic area bec&mown in Old Norse sources as
«Gardarick» (land of forts) because numerous se¢ites. They were under the rule of a lord or
lords using the ancient Turkic title «Khagan». Ehesrmuch debate on the identity and ancestry
of the earliest Russian rulers. They may have I&sandinavians, native Slavs or Finns, or of
mixed ancestry.

The first Slavonic «khaganate» (a confederatiotribés or a cluster of city-states) may
be regarded as a predecessor to the Kiev Stdkeurished during the late VIII and early to mid-
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IX centuries. Its population was composed of SlavoRinnish and Norse peoples. The earliest
European reference to this khaganate comes frorRrmkish Annals of St. Bertin. The Annals
referred to a group of warriors, who called themsgIRhos and visited Constantinople around
the 838 AD.

The location of the khaganate has been activelgutisl since the early XX century.
According to the different theories, the Russsiaadan resided in Novgorod, Ladoga or even in
Scandinavia. In contrast, a famous historian G.n"dsky believed that the khagan had his
headquarters in the eastern part of the Crimeaofditgly to the description of the ancient
Persian chronicler Ibn Rustah). The version asessrted by historians B. Rybakov and L.
Gumilev advanced Kiev as the residence of the kinagssuming that Askold and Dir were the
only known khagans recorded by name. Leaded by thetine 860 AD, the Russian warriors
besieged Constantinople with a fleet of 200 shippe Byzantine army and navy were far from
the capital, leaving it vulnerable to the attackeTtiming of the expedition suggests that the
Russians were well-aware of the internal situatiothe empire thanks to the commercial and
other relations that continued after the embass388fAD. The Russian warriors devastated the

suburbs of Constantinople before departing.

Key Words, Dates & Figures

Arkaim Ancient center of proto-Slavonic civilisation in alrregion. Usually it is

known as a «Russian Troy».

Cimmerians, Scythians and| Ancient peoples from the South-East Europe, firstisations connected to

Sarmatians Russia.

Ermenrich 1l The most powerful Gothic king, enemy of Antes amdsiHwho was defeated

and committed suicide.

Antes Ancestors of Slavs, tribal union of the East Europe

Book of Veles Apocryphal manuscript on the earliest Slavonic drigtwritten in original

script. Not recognised by the official history.

Cyril and Methodius Byzantine monks (native Slavs) who adopted thek@@espt to the Slavoni
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needs (Cyrillic script) and started the alphabetisa of Slavs in Crimea.

wolkhves Slavonic priests, medics and spiritual leaders.

Polyans, Drevlyans, Vyatichs, Main Slavonic tribes in IX — XII centuries.

Slovens

Gardarick Land of forts. Title of Russia in Scandinavian cfics.

838 AD First Russian embassy to Constantinople.

860 AD Siege of Constantinople by Russian army & fleetldelaby princes Askold

and Dir.




SESSION 2.
FIRST RURIKIDS AND FOUNDATION OF THE RUS’ OF KIEV

In 862 AD different tribes of the East-Baltic registarted a cruel war in order to
establish their leadership over the lands. Refgrinthe Primary Chronicle, «there was no law
among them, and tribe rose against tribe. Discbud £nsued among them, and they began to
war one against the other. They said to themseflae=st, us seek a prince who may rule over us,
and judge us according to custom». Thus they weatseas to the Varangians, to the Rus’.
These particular Varangians were called Rus’, pstsome are called Swedes, and others
Normans, and still others Goths, for they were tharsied. ... The Slavs... then said to the Rus’,
«Our land is great and rich, but there is no oidet. Come reign as princes, rule over us».
Three brothers, Rurik, Sinehus and Thruwar, witkirtkinfolk, volunteered. They took with
them all the Rus’ and came...»

Rurik (? — 879) became a prince of Novgorod witl support of the Novgorod leader
Gostomysl. He tried to unit the northern territeriand to establish the domination of
Scandinavian warrior-elite that ruled a majoritySiavonic entities. The last Slavs tentative to
restore the native ruler in Novgorod (so callecetitn of Vadim the Bold) was failed and the
Slavonic leader was decapitated.

During the next 35 years the Rurik’'s successor @fg12) and his professional army
(drouzhina) subdued the various Eastern SlavordcFamish tribes. Finally about 880 AD they
captured Kiev, which was a main trade concurrenNo¥gorod. Oleg killed Askold and Dir,
lords of Kiev, and joined the South of Russia te torth. The straight of Rus’ affected the
relations with two neighbor states — Khazar Khatgread Byzantine Empire, who began to
consider united Rus’ as the major enemy and toduitit the development of Kiev.

In 907 AD, Oleg led a successful attack againststontinople, and in 911 AD he signed
a commercial treaty with the Byzantine Empire asegnal partner. The'Bruler — Igor (? —
(?)945) — repeated his military & diplomatic susces944 AD.

Igor also tried to harmonise the sovereignty aéfddby his external policy. He fought
against separatism of several tribes and finallg wiled by Drevlyans, who proclaimed their
independence from central authority. The Igor'sewflga (890 (?) — 969 AD) became regent of
the 3-years Igor's son Svyatoslav. She led a vamggeagainst Drevlyans and burnt down their
capital Iscorosteign. After that Olga focused hierdion on two points — internal affairs and
religion. She improved the taxation and foundedcspetrade factories to collect tributes

(pogost). She also adopted Christianity and askessi@n elite also to convert. During this



unpopular religious reformation, her son and conheain-chief Svyatoslav | (941 — 972 AD),
adept of a traditional paganism, gained the power.

Svyatoslav’s military conquests were astonishing. dtholished separatism of Slavonic
and Finnish tribes, in alliance with Pechenegs ushed two strongest neighbours of Kiev,

Khazaria and the VolgBulgaria Kingdom which collapsed soon after his raids.

When the Byzantines involved Svyatoslav at conflighinst Dunai Bulgaria, they had
soon to declare war to him because Russian vist@me occupation of the area of Byzantine’s
national interests. After a bloody battle at Doobs& 971 AD, Svyatoslav had to quit Bulgaria,
because a political instability in Kiev and extdrneenace to Russian lands. While he returned
back, he was assassinated by Pecheneg’s khan Kurya.

After Svyatoslav the region oKiev dominated the Russian state for the next two
centuries. Th@rand princg«veliky khnyaz») of Kiev controlled the lands andl the city, and
his theoretically subordinate relatives ruled ihavtcities and paid him tribute. The zenith of the
state’s power came during the reigns of Prince ifad (Vladimir the Great, r. 980-1015) and
prince Yaroslav | (the Wise; r. 1019-1054). Botlers continued the steady expansion of Rus’
of Kiev that had begun under Oleg.

The new Slavonic state prospered also becausel iainabundant supply &irs, slaves,

beeswaxand honey for export and because it controlled three maaddrroutes of Eastern

Europe: the Volga trade route (from the Baltic 8ethe Orient), the Dnepr trade route (from the
Baltic Sea to th8lack Se3, and the trade route from the Khazars to the @asn

Vladimir raised to power in Kiev after the deathhig father Sviatoslav | in 972 AD and
after defeating his half-brother Yaropolk in 980 A&s prince of Kiev, Vladimir's most notable
achievement was the Christianisation of Rus’ ofviKeeprocess that began in 988 AD.

The annals of Rus’ state inform us that when Vladimad decided to accept a new faith
instead of the traditional idol-worship (paganisaf)the Slavs, he sent out some of his most
valued advisors and warriors as emissaries tordiiteparts of Europe. After visiting the Roman
Catholics, thelewsand the Muslims, they finally arrived in Constaotle. There, they were so
astounded by the beauty of the cathedral of Hagj@hi@ and the liturgical service held there,
that they made up their minds there and then athmufaith they would like to follow. Upon
their arrival home, they convinced Vladimir thaetfaith of the Greeks was the best choice of
all, upon which Vladimir made a journey to Consitample and arranged a marriage between
himself and princess Anna, the sister of the Bymargmperor Basil Il.

Vladimir's choice of Eastern Christianity may alsave reflected his close personal ties
with Constantinople, which dominated the Black @& hence trade on Kiev's most vital
commercial route, th®nepr river Adherence to the Eastern Orthodox Church had-tange
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political, cultural, and religious consequencesnirrthe onset the Kiev princes followed the
Byzantine example and kept the Church dependenh@&m, even for its revenues, so that the
Russian Church and state were always closely linksdsoon as Vladimir accepted Eastern
Orthodoxy, Rus’ of Kiev came together under a chuwstructure and developed a Byzantine-
Slavonic synthesis in culture, statecraft, anddhs. TheByzantineculture was a continuous
influence on the development of Russia in its fdimeacenturies.

Yaroslav |, known as «The Wise», also struggledpmwer with his brothers. Although
he first established his rule over Kiev in 1019 Ai®,did not have uncontested rule of the whole
Rus’ until 1036 AD.

Like Vladimir, Yaroslav was eager to improve redas with the rest of Europe,
especially the Byzantine Empire. Rus’of Kiev play@adimportant genealogical role in European
politics as well.Yaroslav the Wise, whose stepmother belonged tatbatest dynasty to rule
Byzantium, married the only legitimate daughtertloé king who Christianised Sweden. His
daughters became Queens of Hungary, France andajphis sons married the daughters of a
Polish king and a Byzantine emperor (not to mentsomiece of the Pope), while his
granddaughters were a German Empress and (accaodamg theory) the Queen of Scotland. A
grandson married the only daughter of the last &«8paxon king of England. Actually, no other
contemporary royal family was as well-connectethafkurikids

With assistance of the™1Slavonic metropolitan lllaryon, Yaroslav promuledtthe first
East Slavonic law code, «Russkaya Pravda». Whem lege codes of Europe regarded torture

as a preferred way of eliciting truth and often sdalithe death penalty, tiRusskaya Pravda

confined punishments to fines and did not provide ¢apital punishment at all. Certain
inalienable rights were accorded to women, sugbr@gerty and inheritance rights.

Rus’ of Kiev, although sparsely populated compdoed/estern Europe, was not only the
largest European state in terms of area but alscobthe most culturally advanced. At the time
when only a few European monarchs could spell theme, most children in KieWovgorod
and other large cities were literate. As birch baokuments attest, they exchanged love letters
and prepared cheat sheets for schools. At the wimen Paris was full of sewage and refuse,
Novgorod boasted a sewage system and wood paviagpsMv the Wise built St. Sophia
Cathedral in Kiev and St. Sophia Cathedral in Nowdp patronised local clergy and
monasticism; and is said to have founded a schmdés. Yaroslav's sons developed the great
Kiev-Pechersk Lavra (monastery), which functioned Rus’ of Kiev, as an ecclesiastical
academyBy the Xl century Rus’ could boast an economy actievements in architecture and
literature superior to those that then existechanwestern part of the continent. Compared with
the languages of European Christendom, the Ruksignage was little influenced by the Greek
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and Latin of early Christian writings. This was diethe fact that Church Slavonic was used
directly inliturgy instead.

The economic development of the Rus’ of Kiev maytitamslated into demographic
statistics. Around 1200 AD, Kiev had a populatidrb® 000 people, Novgorod and Chernigov
both had around 30 000 people. By comparison, gidfa, where urbanisation was as advanced
as anywhere in Europe, London had around 12 00&bitdnts, and England’s second city,
Winchester, about 5 000. On the eve of the Mongasion Rus’ had around 300 urban centers.

The Rus’ of Kiev ultimately disintegrated as a etéecause of in-fighting between
members of the princely family that ruled it cotigely and the nomadic incursions of

Polovetsians.

Key words, Dates & Figures

Rurik Scandinavian konung, first ruler of Russia.

862 AD Rurik’s arrival to Novgorod.

Gostomysl Novgorod tribal leader who invited Rurik to rulesthity.

Vadim the Bold Leader of Slavonic riot against Norse elite in Nonay.

Oleg Rurik’s relative and successor, who captured Kiegt besieged Constantinople.
drouzhina Professional mounted warriors, personal guards a$$tan prince.

907 AD, 911 AD, 944 AD | Russo-Byzantine treaties resulting military achiaeats of Russian army.

Igor Rurik’s son and " prince of Rus’, assasinated by Drevlyans.

—

Olga Igor's wife and Svyatoslav’'s mother, regent of Ruwlopted Christianity (mos

probably Catholicism).

Svyatoslav | Famous warrior, who crushed Khazaria, captured Gémand Bulgaria.

Khazaria and the Volga| Turkic kingdoms, concurrents of Kiev State, whicilapsed after campaigns of

Bulgaria Kingdom Svyatoslav.

Pechenegs, PolovetsiansTurkic nomadic tribes occupying the area betweer@drand Black Sea coastal.

(Cumans)

veliky khnyaz Grand prince, official title of Russian ruler.

Vladimir | the Great Svyatoslav’'s bastard, grand prince of Kiev, whastianised the Rus’.
988AD Christianisation of Rus’.

Yaroslav | the Wise Vladimir's son, who gained the power after bloodll avar.

lllaryon 1% Slavonic metropolitan & diplomat, co-author of tResskaya Pravda.
Russkaya Pravda 1% East Slavonic law code.

birch bark documents Manuscripts (love letters, trade documents, ordersyvood bark.
Kiev-Pechersk Lavra Monastery founded near Kiev, center of spiritue¢l& culture.
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SESSION 3.
DECLINE & POLITICAL FRAGMENTATION
OF THE RUS’ OF KIEV

From origins the Russian state was not a sustaretilty. Separatism of the local tribes,
uprisings, dynasty disputes were combined with rilids of nomads and wars. The strong
leaders like Oleg, Vladimir or Yaroslav can keep ffower basing on the military force and
political efforts.

After the death of Yaroslav the Wise in 1054 AD tRas’ of Kiev was not able to
maintain its position as a unique, powerful andspeyous state. As the Rurikids became more
numerous, they identified themselves with regiomdkrests rather than with the larger
patrimony. The principle of the «family scale» (thldest Rurikid rule in Kiev as a grand prince)
was violated by other members of the ruling clarowln not get a supreme power within the
framework of such political system. Thus, the pemdought among themselves, frequently
forming alliances with outside groups such as thenéns, Poles, and Hungarians. Finally,
prince Vladimir Monomakh (r. 1113-1125 AD) initigt@ summit in Lubech in 1097 AD. A new
political principle «Everyone keeps his own lanesktopped the amalgamation of disparate
lands, but it started the feudal fragmentatiorhefRus’.

Under Vladimir Monomakh and his son Mstislav thee&@r(r. 1125-1132 AD), Kiev
stayed the strongest military power which formalhjted the Russian lands and protected them
from nomadic invasions. Meanwhile the developmentfeudalism, trade and industry
straightened the local political elites who becamere independent from the central power.
During the years from 1054 to 1224 AD no fewer tl&hprincipalities had a more or less
ephemeral existence, 293 princes put forward ssameslaims, and their disputes led to 83 civil
wars. After Mstislav's death the Polovetsians raidgsed a massive influx of Slavs to the safer,
heavily forested regions of the north, particuladythe area known as Zalesye. In 1204 AD the
forces of the & Crusade sacked Constantinople and made the Dragfe toute marginal. In
1240 AD the Mongol invaders destroyed Kiev, newdbe restored as the capital of Russia.

As it declined, the Rus’ of Kiev splintered into myaprincipalities and several large
regional centers: Novgorod, Vladimir-Suzdal, SmelenPereyaslavl, Polotsk, Chernigov, etc.
Kiev's dominance waned to the benefit of three pdwerincipalities - Vladimir-Suzdal in the
north-east, Novgorod in the north, and Halych-Vaillyin the south-west.

Vladimir-Suzdal

In the northeast, Slavs colonised the large teyritoy bringing into subjection and
merging with the Finno-Ugric tribes already occumqyyithe area. The oldest centers of the
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northeast were Mourom and Rostov, but they werglanped first by Suzdal and then by the
city of Vladimir, which become the capital of Vladr-Suzdal principality. There was recorded
a large wave omigrationsfrom Kiev region northward, to escape continuingwsions of the
nomads from the «Wild Steppe». As the southerndamere being depopulated, more boyars,
nobles, artisans arrived to the court at Vladirthie combinedprincipality of Vladimir-Suzdal
asserted itself as a major power in the Rus’ ofvKMadimir-Suzdal area became a center of
agriculture, arts, culture and commerce. Its psnestablished numerous forts and factories
(Moscow, 1147 AD; Gorodetz, 1197 AD; Nizhni Novgdrd.221 AD) to maintain the security
and trade development at the principality.

In 1169 AD prince Andrey Bogolyubsky (r. 1157-114B) became the *Lgrand prince
of Vladimir-Suzdal. In order to confirm the newldithe sacked Kiev in the same year and even
installed his younger brother, who ruled brieflykirev while Andrey continued to rule his realm
from Suzdal. Thus, political power began to driftay from Kiev in the second half of the XII
century and Vladimir became the main city of Ruskia299 AD the Metropolitan moved from
Kiev to Vladimir, and Vladimir-Suzdal also replacKiev as a religious center of the Russian
orthodox religion.

Vladimir-Suzdal principality was a center of Russrasistance to the Mongol army.

Novgorod Republic

Novgorod always played the important role in Rusdmstory. By economical view
Novgorod Republic prospered as northern part ofRbe’ of Kiev because it controlled trade
routes from the Volga river to the Baltic Sea antboised a huge northern area, which was rich
in amber, fairs, honey and wood.

In consequence of the military aid provided to \aid the Great and Yaroslav the Wise
in the wars among Rurikids, Novgorod gained a ghpilitical independence from Kiev. As the
Rus’ of Kiev declined, Novgorod became more indeleern.

The city was managed by a local oligarchy (so da#tgold belts») and clerics. Major
government decisions were made by a city assemdvigche»), which also elected an outside
prince as the city’s temporary military leader ggmvernor. But this assembly was very easy to
manipulate. From the Xl century, Novgorod acquiresdown archbishop, a sign of increased
importance and political independence.

In the end of XIII century Novgorod (with anothesrthern Russian city Pskov) jointed
to the Hanseatic League, the prosperous alliandalbic cities that dominated the commercial
activity of the Baltic region between the XIllII atite XVII century. In its political structure and
mercantile activities, Novgorod resembled the ndeilwropean towns more than the other
principalities of the Rus’ of Kiev. In 1238-1240 ARovgorod didn’t suffer from the Mongol
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invasion: after a long negotiation with Batu Khaavgorod was obliged only to pay a required
tribute to Mongols.

However the Mongol's aid sometimes will help thgublic in clash with the main
enemy — European Crusaders. Inspired by the Pogethanprosperity of the area Teutonic,
Danish & Swedish knights proclaimed the «move ®Hast» as the major goal of their foreign
policy. In 1202-1240 AD they invaded the Baltic stz of Novgorod and built there numerous
castles such as Riga and Derpt (Tallinn). The isv@a@stablished a Livonian knight order and
even tried to capture Novgorod and Pskov. Onlyrafte bloody battles on Neva River in 1240
AD against Swedish army and on Peipus (Chudskogék L(Ice Battle) in 1242 AD against
Livonian order the European expansion was stoppetid prince Alexander Nevsky. However,
the Livonian Knights menaced to the Novgorod ankoRsbecause their political goals and
military power till 1412 AD (Grunewald Battle).

In the end of XV century Novgorod and Pskov weneexed by the Moscow state.

Halich-Volhynia

On the southwest, there were two centers of powdadimir-Volhynsky and Halich. A
good climate favorised to the population growthij@dture and arts. The region also prospered
because an advantageous geographical positioraditcbhmmercial relations with Lithuania,
Hungary, Crimea and Byzantine Empire. As conseqietie local nobles (boyars) felt them
more independent than everywhere in the Rus’ o¥ Kie

In the early XIlII century, prince Roman Mstislavigh 1199-1205 AD) united the two
previously separate principalities. Since that tmgeprincipality emerged as the local successor
to the Rus’ of Kiev. In the end of his rule prirkeman conquered Kiev and assumed the title of
the grand prince of Kiev.

His son, prince Daniel (r.1238-1264 AD) crushedlibgar opposition. Most boyars were
decapitated or exiled. These measures permittédatoel to collect lands and to establish his
sovereignty over the region. He was the singlesRmsruler, who proclaimed himself a king
and accepted a crown from the Roman papacy, apgpamoing so without breaking with
Constantinople. Early in the XIV century, the patch of the Eastern Orthodox Church in
Constantinople granted the rulers of Halych-Vollay@a metropolitan to compensate for the
move of the Kiev metropolitan to Vladimir.

However, a long and unsuccessful struggle agamestongols combined with internal
opposition to the prince, and foreign interventiweakened Halych-Volhynia. With the end of
the Mstislav’s branch of the Rurikids in the midu¥Xtentury, Halych-Volhynia ceased to exist;
Poland conquered Halych; Lithuania took Volhynreluding Kiev, conquered by Gediminas in
1321 AD. Lithuanian rulers then assumed the titllhe monarchs of Ruthenia.
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Key words, Dates & Figures
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11

Family scale Political principle when the throne comes to thelestt member of the
dynasty.

Vladimir  Monomakh | Grand prince of Kiev who crushed Polovetsians aneldtto restore the

(r. 1113-1125) golden age of Kiev.

Summit in Lubech, | Extraordinary assembly of Rurikids initiated by ¥lair Monomakh in order
1097 AD to stop the conflicts & amalgamation of Russiardgrwhere the principle ¢
family scale was declined in profit of feudalisatio
Zalesye Northeast area in Vladimir-Suzdal principality, piof migrations from th

south of Russia.
Wild Steppe Field space in the east of Russia, flux of the rdbeexcursions.
Andrey  Bogolyubsky | 1* grand prince of Vladimir, assassinated by a boyaposition.
(r. 1157-1174)
Gold belts Rich merchants, local nobles & oligarchs of Novgbro
Veche City assembly, the representative political bodilo’gorod Republic.

Hanseatic League

=2

Prosperous alliance of Baltic cities that dominated commercial activity g
the Baltic region between the XlIl and the XVII tcey.

Move to the East

Motto of the European Crusaders, mainly of the et Order and Sword

Knights.

Livonian Order

Anti-Russian union of Teutonic & Sword Knights & tBaltic coasta
established in 1237 AD.

Alexander
(r.1252-1263)

Nevsky

Prince of Novgorod, prince of Pereyslavl, grand ngg of Vladimir.
Legendary commander who won European Crusaderstapged their mov
to the East.

112

Battle on Neva River,
1240 AD

Great victory of prince Alexander against the Swhdirmy. Resulting to th

[

battle Alexander is known as Alexander Nevsky.

Battle on Peipus Lake
(Ice Battle), 1242 AD

Decisive Alexander’s victory against the Livoniard€r on the ice of the lake

Chudskoye (Peipus), which stopped the move todke E

Grunewald Battle, 1412
AD

Final battle of joined forces of Russia, Poland drthuania against the
Livonian order supported by European mercenariefterAdefeat Livonig

collapsed and was divided among neighbor states.

Roman Mstislavich (r.
1199-1205)

Prince who united Vladimir-Volhynsky and Halich mamipalities, captureg

Kiev.

Daniel of

(r.1238-1264)

Halych

Grand prince of Volhynia and Halich who acceptedrawn and king's titlg

from the Roman papacy, opponent of Mongols.
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SESSION 4.
MONGOL INVASION & OVERLORDSHIP (YOKE)

The fall of the Rus’ of Kiev was accelerated by ¢ix¢ernal menace of Mongol invasion.

In 1206 AD the Mongol clans were united under gadership of Genghis-Khan. In 1213
AD their horse archers started conquests in Chaatral Asia, Siberia and Caucasus. At the
Black Sea area they faced Polovetsians (Cumans).

Previously known for pillaging settlers on the ftien the nomads now preferred
peaceful co-existence with Russian lands. Theindjikkhan Kotyak asked Russian princes help
to resist the Mongol army. As his daughter was medrwith the grand prince of Kiev, in
response to this call, the disunited southern Ragsiinces joined armies and were involved into
the war against Mongols on the Cumans side. Detiptallied forces were three times bigger,
their troops were crushed by parts at the Kalkarnn 1223 AD.

Although this defeat left the southern Russiangipialities at the mercy of invaders, the
Mongol forces retreated and did not reappear foyelats, during which time the princes of Rus’
went on quarreling and fighting as before, untgythwere startled by a new and much more
formidable invading force than at Kalka.

In 1235 AD the Mongols began the campaign agaimstWestern World in order to
«reach the ultimate sea». In 1236 AD they conqutted/olga Bolgaria and subdued Mordovia.
It took them a year to extinguish the resistancleoddl! tribes and to establish a firm control over
the region.

In November 1237 AD, Batu Khan sent his envoyshiodourt of the grand prince Yuri
Il of Vladimir and demanded his submission. The ambassadorshwerdéiated and a month
later, the Mongol horse hordes besieged RyazafirsAtRussian prince considered the invasion
as a regular nomadic incursion and left all Ryazats without answer. However, after six days
of bloody battle, the city was totally annihilatextver to be restored. The last Ryazan’s warriors
headed by Eupatius Kolovrat catch the advancingddtsand detained their army until to be
ruined by catapults.

Alarmed by the news, Yuri Il sent his sons to ogpthe invaders, but they were defeated
near Nizhni Novgorod. Having burnt down Kolomna avdscow, the horde laid siege to
Vladimir in February 1238. Three days later, thpitzd of VIadimir-Suzdal was taken and burnt
to the ground. The royal family and a half of inhabts perished in the fire, while the grand
prince retreated northward. He mustered a new arinythe Battle of the Sit’ river Russian

regiments were totally exterminated and prince Yuwas killed. So, in that dangerous time the
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northeast and north remained without political Evaahd was unable to coordinate further efforts
in order to resist the invasion.

Thereupon Batu Khan divided his army into smalleita) which ransacked all towns of
the region - Rostov, Uglich, Yaroslavl, Kostromaadkin, Ksnyatin, Gorodets, Pereslavl-
Zalessky, Yuriev-Polsky, Dmitrov, Volokolamsk, Tvand Torzhok. The most difficult to take
was the small town of Kozelsk, whose boy-princeilBasd inhabitants resisted the Mongols for
seven weeks, killing 4 000. As the story goeshatrniews of the Mongol approach, the whole
town of Kitezh with all its inhabitants was submedlginto a lake Svetloyar near Nizhni
Novgorod, where, as legend has it, it may be sedhi$ day. The only major cities to escape
destruction were Novgorod and Pskov which had torpquired tributes to the conquerors.

In the summer of 1238 AD Batu Khan devastated them€&a and suppressed Mordovia.
In the winter of 1239 AD, he sacked Chernigov aedelaslav. After many days of siege, the
horde stormed Kiev in December 1240 AD. Refugeem fsouthern Rus’ gravitated mostly to
the northeast, in the forest region with poor sbdsveen the northern Volga and Oka rivers.

In 1241 AD despite the fierce resistance of kingniebof Halych, Batu Khan managed to
take two of his principal cities, Halych and Vladisfwolhynsky. Next year the Mongols invaded
Hungary and Poland.

The astonishing defeats of Europeans armies inizegrand at the Schayot river in the
April 1241 AD left the Central and Western Europehee mercy of invaders, and there was no
military force to resist them.

At the zenith of Batu's campaign in 1242 AD the rgtakhan of Mongolia Ogedei
suddenly died and the invasion was called off bgeguolitical reasons. Finally, the Mongol
princes divided their vast territory into khanaaesl till 1480 AD Russia became vassal & ally of
the western part of empire known as the Golden élord

The Mongol invaders came to stay on the lower Volgaere they built a capital of the
Golden Horde, called Saray (Palace). Batu Khardftxe headquarters there and represented the
majesty of his sovereign the grand khan who livéth the Great Horde in the Orkhon Valley of
the Amur.

The impact of the Mongol invasion on the Russiarittegies was uneven. Over half the
population of Rus died during the Mongol raids. Tadvanced city culture was almost
completely destroyed. Older centers such as Kia¥ ¥adimir never recovered from the
devastation of the initial attack. The Russiantasiwere left as vassals rather than integrated
into the central Asian empire. Only the RepublioNmivgorod & Pskov remained independent.
Mongols also supported the new cities of MoscowerTand Nizhni Novgorod to save the

fragmentation and to avoid the re-integration ofstan lands.
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In popular memory the period of subjection was camiy referred to as the «Tatar-
Mongol yoke». This term suggests ideas of terrigpression, but in reality these nomadic
invaders from Mongolia were not such cruel, oppwestaskmasters as is generally supposed. It
is very easy to exaggerate the influence and effeicthis overlordship which for 240 years the
Russians had to endure. In many aspects the sjegpeared to be only nominal.

At the first place, Mongols never settled in theimioy, and they had little direct dealing
with the inhabitants. In accordance with the admoms of Genghis to his children and
grandchildren, they retained their pastoral modéfef so that the subject races, agriculturists,
and dwellers in towns, were not disturbed in tledinary avocations.

Secondly, they were extremely tolerant in religiouatters. When they first appeared in
Europe, they were Shamanists, and as such thegatadhlly no religious fanaticism. After they
adoptedother religions, they remained as tolerant as beford, the first Muslim khan of the
Golden Horde allowed the Russians to found a Garnidbishopric in his capital. The Russian
Orthodox Church even experienced a spiritual rdwinaer the guidance of Metropolitan Alexis
and Sergius of Radonezh.

Thirdly, Mongols left many of Russia’s cultural elents. Russians were allowed to
continue worship under the Russian Orthodox Chuaal, the princes continued to rule. Also,
by appointing a Grand Prince the Tatars reinfottedidea among the Russians that the Grand
Prince held dominion over Russia and the rest@ftinces. Despite not being a political entity,
the Russian people continued to be bound togethehdo ideology of the Russian Orthodox
Church and by their cultural identity.

These represent the bright side of Tatar ruleadt its dark side also. So long as a great
horde of nomads was encamped on the frontier tlhwtop was liable to be invaded by an
overwhelming force of ruthless marauders. Fortupatbese invasions were not frequent but
when they occurred they caused an incalculable amolidevastation and suffering. In the
intervals the people had to pay a fixed tribute.firdt it was collected in a rough-and-ready
fashion by a swarm of Tatar tax-gatherers, by at868 AD it was regulated by a census of the
population, and finally its collection was entruste the native princes, so that the people were
no longer brought into direct contact with the Tatficials.

In general, the princes were allowed consideratdedom to rule as they wishdadey
had to pay tribute to the Mongols of the Golden déorbut in return they received charters
authorising them to act as deputies to the khaatarkhans also kept in their hands the disposal
of the title of grand prince, the settlement ofesasf disputed succession, and the granting of

commissions, for all of which there was exacteddirgomary oriental servility.
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A significant number of Russian historians consitle® oppression of Rus’ by the
Mongols to be the major cause of what is someticadled «the East-West gap» - approximately
200 years of delay in introducing major social,ifocdl and economical reforms and scientific
innovations comparing to Western Europe. But evey fagree that the Rus’ of Kiev was not a
homogeneous political, cultural, or ethnic entitydathat the Mongols merely accelerated
fragmentation that had begun before the invasiastoHans also credit the Mongol regime with
an important role in the development of Moscowestdthe Mongols left their impact on the
Russians in such areas as military tactics andgp@ation. Under Mongol occupation, Russia
also developed its postal road network, censusalfisystem, and military organisation. Eastern
influence remained strong well until the XVII centuwhen Russian rulers made a conscious
effort to westernise their country.

Some modern Russian historians (most notably, teo<Eurasianist» ideologist Lev
Gumilev) even postulate there was no invasion latAaicording to them, for example, in the
mid-XIll century the Russian prince Alexander Neysloncluded a defensive alliance with the
Horde in order to repel attacks of the fanaticaltdaic Knights & Swedes, which to grab

territory and convert the Russians into Roman Gailso.

Key words, Dates & Figures

Genghis Khan Legendary Mongol leader, founder of the Mongol Empi

Battle at the Kalka | Battle of Cumans & Russians vs. Mongol expeditipneorps headed by
river, 1223 AD Subatay.

Volga Bolgaria Trade concurrent of the grand principality of Vledr located on the Volga

river, on the east from Nizhni Novgorod.

Mordovia Area on the southeast from Nizhni Novgorod, popdaby Mordovians

(Finno-Ugric tribes).

Batu Khan Genghis Khan’s grandson, commander of the campaign Russian

principalities & Europe, first khan of the Golderoide.

Yuri Il of Viadimir Grand prince of Vladimir, killed in the battle ot'Siver, 1238 AD.

Eupatius Kolovrat Legendary Ryazan’s warrior who led vengeance toddétill his death.
1237 — 1238 AD Mongol campaign against the central and northeastdtan principalities.
1239 — 1241 AD Mongol campaign against the southern Russian ppalties.

Kitezh Apocryphal town which was submerged into a laketl@a near Nizhni

Novgorod at the news of the Mongol approach.

battles in Legnizce and| Astonishing defeats of joined European armies, lwheft the Europe at th

4]

at the Schayot river,| mercy of Mongol invaders.
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1241 AD

Golden Horde The western part of the Mongol Empire which inctidberia, Ural and

Volga valley with the capital in Saray. SovereignRuissian lands till 1480

AD.

Tatar-Mongol yoke Period of the Russian subjection to Mongols, Mory@rlordship.

Sergius of Radonezh Spiritual leader of Russia in XIV century.

baskack Tatar tax-gatherers who collected a fixed tribute & rough-and-ready
fashion.

the East-West gap off Approximately 240 years of delay in introducing onggocial, political and

Russia economical reforms and scientific innovations cormgato Western Europ

D

as a direct consequence of the Mongol yoke

Neo-Eurasianist Scientific & ideological stream in the Russia whistbased on the idea of|a

specific (Eurasian) Russian way of developmentélisation.

Lev Gumilev Best-known historian, eurasian ideologist, spestabn oriental history &

culture.

SESSION 5.
RISE OF THE MOSCOW STATE

Moscow was founded in 1147 as a fortress in thecppality of Vladimir. It was burnt
down during the Mongol invasion of 1237-1238 ADhbe rebuilt again. At the reign of grand
prince Alexander Nevsky, he granted the town toybisngest son Daniel.

Under Daniel (r.1276-1304 AD), Moscow was little mdhan a small timber town lost in
the forests of Central Russia. However he increésedle and established a new political entity
- the principality of Moscow (known in the westetnadition as Moscovia), which started to
collect Russian lands. There were several factorgributing to the domination of Moscow.
Firstly, the city was well-situated in the centrater system of Russia and surrounded by
protective forests and marshes. This factor faedri® trade development and migrations from
southern Russia. The second factor was transfasmati Moscow into the religious center of
Russia in 1328 AD, when prince Ivan | Kalita (r.532340 AD) managed to remove the
permanent headquarters of the Russian OrthodoxcEHtwm Vladimir to Moscow. However,
the main factor in the ascendancy of Moscow wasctoperation of its rulers with the Mongol
overlords, who granted them the title of grand geirof Moscow (1328 AD) and made them

agents for collecting tributes from the Russiamgpalities.
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Under prince Ivan Kalita, his troops suppressedatiteMongol uprising in Tver in 1328
AD, the main opponent of Moscow in the region. eiitmpensation, he was appointed the grand
prince, absorbed Vladimir (final absorption happkeime 1362 AD) and small semi-independent
principalities around his city, removed the headtpra of Metropolitan to Moscow. During his
rule, the principality achieved an impressive ecoiwogrowth and started the political struggle
for the leadership over the Central Russia. His ®imeon and Ivan Il jointed the principalities
of Kostroma, Dmitrov and Kaluga. Moscow’s leadepsini Russia was now firmly based and by
the middle of the fourteenth century its territdrggd greatly expanded through purchase, war,
and marriage (i.e. prince Dmitry of Moscow marrtaéd single daughter of the prince of Nizhni
Novgorod and inherited his lands).

At the same time, the power of the Mongols wasidieg, and the grand prince Dmitry
(r.1359 — 1389 AD) felt able to openly oppose theniglol yoke. In 1380 AD, at Kulikovo on the
Don River, the Mongols were defeated, and althahghhard-fought victory did not end Tatar
rule of Russia (in 1382 AD Moscow was burnt downtbg new Mongol khan Tokhtamysh),
Moscow became a center of all Russian lands.

In the XV century, the grand princes of Moscow went gathering Russian lands to
increase the population and wealth under their. rilee most successful practitioner of this
process was Ivan lll the Great (r. 1462-1505 ADhowaid the foundations for a Russian
national state.

At the start of his rule Ivan succeeded to conireér. The most powerful center of
resistance to the Moscow dominance, Novgorod Répubs crushed at the battle of Shelon
river in 1471 AD. Eight years later the city of Nyjprod was finally annexed and Pskov was
sundued by Moscow. Through the defections of sonmegs, border skirmishes he competed
with his powerful northwestern rival, the Grand Dyof Lithuania, for control over some of the
semi-independent Upper Principalities in the udpeepr and Oka river basins. As a result, the
grand principality of Moscow tripled in size undes rule.

In 1472 AD Ivan lll refused to pay further tribute the declining Golden Horde, now
divided into several khanates and hordes. He cdedluan alliance with Crimean Horde,
successfully opposed to raids of the Golden Hoedelédr Ahmed Khan and even initiated a
series of attacks that opened the way for the cetaplefeat of the 240-years enemy after the
Great standing on Ugra river in 1480 AD. In the saraar the Golden Horde was destroyed by
its opponents, Ahmed Khan was assassinated. A, regscow rejected the Mongol yoke, but
Ivan and his successors sought to protect the soutioundaries of their domain against attacks
of the Crimean Tatars and other hordes. To achit@geaim, Moscow sponsored the construction
of the Great Abatis Belt.
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As Moscow won its sovereignty and huge conquetstgas necessary to consolidate new
acquirements not only by military force. lvan gehtmanors to nobles, who were obliged to
serve to him in the military & civil. Such manorssgm provided a basis for an emerging horse
army and for a new nobility supporting Ivan Ill. dénder to optimise the state administration he
created the system of prikazes (ministries), eistaddl the Boyar Council for consulting on the
most important issues and promulgated the new tale &«Sudebnik» of 1497 AD.

Basically, the new law code established a univesgalem of the judicial bodies of the
state, defined their competence and subordinafod, regulated legal fees. It expanded the
range of acts, considered punishable by the stdaddrcriminal justice (e.g., sedition, sacrilege,
slander). It also renewed the concept of diffelentls of a crime, established the investigative
nature of legal proceedings. In order to proteet fedudal landownership, Sudebnik introduced
certain limitations in the law of estate, increaskd term of limitation of legal actions with
regards to princely lands, introduced flagellation the violation of property boundaries of
princely, boyar and monastic lands - violation a&agant land boundaries entailed a fine.
Sudebnik also introduced a fee (or pozhiloye) feagants who wanted to leave their feudal lord,
and also established a universal day (Novembera@g)ss the Russian state for peasants, who
wanted to switch their masters (Yuri's Day).

Such measures permitted to Ivan Il to proclaimdbsolute suzerainty over all Russian
princes and nobles. He considered the entire Rudsiaitory his property. Various semi-
independent princes still claimed specific terrgsr but Ivan Ill forced the lesser princes to
acknowledge the grand prince of Moscow and his efedants as unquestioned rulers with
control over military, judicial, and foreign affairThe fall of Constantinople in 1453 AD and the
death of the last Greek Orthodox Christian empeomtributed to a new idea of Moscow as
«New Rome» and the seat of Orthodox Christianity.confirm this inspiration, in 1472 AD
Ivan Il married with Sophia Palaeologus, a daugbtehe last Byzantine emperor and adopted
visual attributes of the Byzantine Empire — cererloand armories. Around 1524 AD a monk
named Filofei (Philotheus of Pskov) achieved th@amal ideology of Russia in his letter to
Ivan’s son Vasily lll, with the prophecy that thatter's tsardom will be the Third Rome.
Gradually, the Russian ruler emerged as an autoctder, a tsar. The first Russian grand prince

to officially crown himself «Tsar» was Ivan IV.

Key words, Dates & Figures

1147 AD Foundation of Moscow.

Daniel of Moscow| Son of Alexander Nevsky, founder of the sovereignipality of Moscow.
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(r.1276-1304 AD)

Ivan | Kalita (r.1325-
1340 AD)

v

Prince of Moscow, who suppressed the anti-Mongabugg in Tver, became
grand prince with the Mongol assistance and removkd Orthodox

Metropolitan to Moscow.

Dmitry (r.1359 — 1389
AD) of Don

Prince of Moscow, who joined Nizhni Novgorod witimarriage and led g

victory vs. Mongols at Kulikovo battle.

Kulikovo battle, 1380
AD

Decisive battle between joined Russian army ledijeoscow and Golden

Horde which plays a significant role in the Russiastory.

Ivan Ill the Great (r.
1462-1505 AD)

Grand prince of Moscow and «grand prince of all Rusometimes referred
to as the «gatherer of the Russian lands», heetliphe territory of his state,
ended the dominance of the Golden Horde over th&, Renovated the

Moscow Kremlin, and laid the foundations of the $®ars state.

battle of Shelon river,
1471 AD

Decisive battle between the Moscow forces under INaand the army of the
Novgorod Republic. Novgorod suffered a defeat amatst the independenge

from Moscow.

Ahmed Khan (r.1465-
1481 AD)

Last ruler of the Golden Horde.

Great standing on Ugra
river in 1480 AD

Final half-year confrontation of Moscow army vs. |G Horde which

undermined the military power of the Tatars.

Great Abatis Belt

Chain of fortification lines, created by grand pripality of Moscow and later
by the Tsardom of Russia in order to protect itrfrthe raids of the Crimean

Tatars.

prikaz

Ministry in the administration of the Moscow state.

Sudebnik, 1497 AD

Collection of laws, which was introduced by lvanalhd played a big part in
the centralisation of the Russian state, creatiérthe nationwide Russian

Law and elimination of feudal division.

Sophia Palaeologus

Second wife of Ivan Ill, daughter of Thomas Palago$, despot of Morea

who claimed the throne of Constantinople as thahmioof Constantine XI,

last Byzantine emperor.

Filofei

Pskov)

(Philotheus of

Hegumen of the Yelizarov Monastery in Pskov in Xh& century. He is

credited with authorship of the Third Rome prophecy
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SESSION 6.
MOSCOW TSARDOM UNDER RURIKIDS

After the death of Ivan the Great, his son Vasily(1.1505 — 1533 AD) continued the
lands-gathering policies and consolidated Ilvan'mgaHe annexed the surviving autonomous
provinces: Pskov (1510 AD), Volokolamsk (1513 ARyazan (1521 AD) and Novgorod-
Seversky (1522 AD). Resulting to the successful against Lithuania, Vasily 11l captured the
fortress of Smolensk (1514 AD). He continued tonfaice the Great Abatis Belt against
Crimean Horde and even placed the pro-RussiannateteCangali khan on the throne of Kazan
in 1531-1532 AD.

In his internal policy, Vasily Ill was actively tiryg to limit immunities and privileges of
boyars and nobility. Sometimes he enjoyed the sappfothe Church in his struggle with the
feudal opposition. During his reign, the gentryamdownership increased. At the zenith of his
power Vasily 11l suddenly died, when his oldest $aan was 3 years old only. On his deathbed,
Vasily Il transferred his powers to his wife Ele@inskaya until lvan was mature enough to
rule the country. There is no precise informationElena’s legal status after Vasily’s death.
Most probably, it could be defined as regency winenboyars had to report to her.

Elena conducted a financial reform, which resultethtroduction of a unified monetary
system in 1535 AD. In 1536 AD she succeeded inisggan armistice with Lithuania and
neutralised Sweden. She invited settlers from latha, bought Russian prisoners free and
instigated measurers to protect travelers agairettsobbers.

Elena died in 1538 at AD. Probably she was poisdnethe boyar’s clan of Shuysky,
who usurped the power after her death. As soomasratured to rule, he ordered to blind and
to Kill the representatives of Shuysky family. IvAh (r. 1547 — 1584 AD) was crowned with
Monomakh'’s Cap in the January 1547 AD as the @t of Russia.

The early period of his reign was fruitful for pe&d reforms and modernisation. In the
sphere of state management lvan IV promulgatednala code (known as Sudebnik of 1550
AD), founded the council of noble proponents (knagnthe Chosen Council, 1547 — 1560 AD),
established a public consensus-building assembipeflands (Zemsky Sobor, 1549 AD). He
introduced local self-government to rural regiomsinly in the northeast of Russia, populated
by the state peasantry. However, he also restrizgddw the mobility of peasants, the first step
to serfdom. In domain of religion, the tsar straggied the position of the Orthodox Church with
the Council of the Hundred Chapters (1551 AD), \Whstandatised the rituals and ecclesiastical
regulations of the entire religious stream. To sesdine future conquests he established a

standing army (the strelets regiments).
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lvan IV tried also to bridge the gap of Russia lie EEuropean trade. In 1550 AD he
founded the port of Ivangorod on Baltic coastalt because the policy of Hanseatic League,
Poland and Livonia German merchant companies twatajoods in the Baltic ports owned by
Livonia. So, the expedition of Richard Chancellaccasionally reaching the Black Sea coastal
of Russia in 1551 AD was considered by the youag & a chance to overcome the sea trade
isolation of the Moscow state. In 1555 AD Ivan deahdiversified privileges to merchants of
England united in the Moscow Company.

By the 1550 Ivan was carrying out the Tatar menBeeencircled Kazan with a chain of
mobile forts in order to prepare the final stormimg 1552 AD he captured Kazan and its
treasury. In 1556 AD he seized Astrakhan and ehieid the slave trade on Volga river. Such
achievements complicated the nomadic incursionsn frAsia and turned Russia into a
multinational empire of different confessions.

Now Ivan tried to acquire an access to the Balitds by annexation of the declining
Livonian Order. In 1558 he started the invasionahchanged the political map of Europe.
Initially Ivan’s army advanced with success. It oged Livonia, but such invasion affected the
interests of other Baltic states which joined tlieices against Moscovia. Despite the foundation
of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1569 ARl dhe transformation of Livonia into the
Duchy of Courland in 1561 AD, Polish vassal, impres Russian victories led the tsar to reject
peace proposals from his enemies. The turning poitite war happened in 1578 AD. The joint
offensive of the Polish-Lithuanian and Sweden asmieas added by the incursion of the
Crimean Tatars, economic crisis and epidemics. Wilb78 — 1583 AD Russia had lost all
captured territories and even some indigenous BRuoidsinds in profit of its opponents. The
agreement of Jam-Zapolsky (1582 AD) with Polistiudanian Commonwealth and the same of
Plyussa (1583 AD) with Sweden finished the war, lsah IV obliged to renounce his claims to
Livonia.

Although the results of this war, tsar continuec tempire-building policy with
supporting the Ermak’s campaign and Cossacks’ iaidsder to conquer Siberia in 1581-1583
AD.

One of the main reasons of lvan’s defeat in Livaniar was oprichnina. After the death
of his wife Anastasia in 1560 AD, the royal persalityg changed. Ivan was suspecting his
surroundings in treachery. He dismissed the Ch&amncil and repressed most boyars and
nobles. The final point was the betrayal of hierid prince Andrey Kurbsky and the boyar's plot
in profit of his cousin prince Vladimir of Staritstn 1565 AD tsar created a special political
institution of oprichnina which was organised vesiyilarly to the church around monastic
principles (with the tsar himself as abbot), emgythe same freedom from taxes. It covered a
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northeast of Russia including parts of Moscow arainntentral cities. Probably, lvan IV was
called the Terrible because oprichnina. In genéhad, system of oprichnina was a tool against
the hereditary nobility of Russia and included &@90 oprichnick’s corps under commander
Malyuta Skuratov-Belsky used extreme violence agjaany opposition to Ivan’s rule. The
oprichniks wore black cowls and carried brooms donds’ heads at their saddle-bows. The
culmination of their acts was a Massacre of Novdof(@571 AD), when around 10 000
inhabitants were exterminated. In spite of theengk and political repressions oprichnicks were
unable to resist to external invasions and everumithed the political stability and economy. In
consequence of that they were disbanded in 1572b&ADmost of them kept their places in the
royal administration, like Boris Godunov.

In 1581 AD Ivan IV argued to his oldest son Ivamrwevich, which resulted in Ivan
striking his son in the head, causing his son’sdeetal death. So, upon Ivan's death in 1584
AD, the ravaged tsardom was left to Feodor I.

Feodor | (r. 1584 — 1598 AD) was crowned in 1584. Al2w tsar was never considered a
candidate for the Russian throne until the deatlhnisfelder brother lvan and he took little
interest in politics. His weakness and inabilityribe effectively have been sometimes attributed
to mental retardation. Having inherited a land déated by the excesses of his father, Ivan the
Terrible, he left the task of governing the courttyhis brother-in-law, Boris Godunov (Feodor
married in 1580 AD Irina, sister of Boris GodunoV¥he most important domestic reform was
the decree forbidding the peasantry to go from lamelowner to another (1597 AD), thus
binding them to the soil. The object of this ordioa was to secure revenue, but it led to the
institution of serfdom in its most oppressive form.

During Feodor’s rule, the Russian Orthodox Chumteived its patriarchate, placing it
on an equal footing with the ancient Eastern chescind freeing it from the influence of the
Patriarch of Constantinople.

Unlike his father, Feodor had no enthusiasm in m&img exclusive trading rights with
the Kingdom of England. Feodor declared his kingdgran to all foreigners, and dismissed the
English ambassador. Elizabeth | sent a new ambasgaadrder to demand Boris Godunov to
convince the tsar to reconsider, but the negonatfailed.

Feodor’s failure to sire children (his single dategt-eodosia died in 1594 AD aged two)
brought an end to the centuries-old central brasfdine Rurik dynasty (although many princes
of later times are descendants of Rurik as we#yniination of the dynasty was one of the main

reasons of the Time of Troubles.

Key words, Dates & Figures

26



Vasily 1l (r.1505 —
1533 AD)

Son of Ivan 1, grand prince of all Russia who toned the land-building

policy of Moscow leaders. Died from infection.

Elena Glinskaya

(r.1533-1538 AD)

Wife of Vasily Il and Ivan's IV mother, consorttbé Russian lands durin

Ivan’s childhood, was poisoned by boyars.

Ivan IV (r. 1547 -
1584 AD) the

Terrible

First tsar and autocrat of Russia.

Monomakh'’s Cap

One of the symbols of Russian autocracy, and isotbest of the
crowns currently exhibited at the Kremlin Armoutywas the crown o
all Grand Princes of Moscow and Tsars from DmitfyDmn to Peter
the Great

f

Shuysky family

Boyar family, descendants of Rurikids senior line.

Sudebnik of 1550 AD

Code of law promulgated by Ivan IV

Chosen Council, 15471
- 1560 AD

Representative body composed of the nearest tadvisors which had :

consulting function.

Zemsky Sobor, 1549
AD

First Russian parliament of the feudal Estates tiypte XVI and XVI

centuries. The term roughly means assembly ofik |

Councill of the
Hundred Chapters,

1551 AD

Church council held with the participation of tsaMetropolitan
Macarius, and representatives of the Boyar Dumavds called unde
the government’s initiative which aspired to sugptire church in
struggle against anti-feudal heretical movements simultaneously t(
subordinate its secular authority.

O

strelets

Units of foot guardsmen in the XVI - early XVIlhtgries, armed with

firearms. They are also collectively known as Mar&a Troops.

Richard Chancellor

English explorer and navigator; the first to persé to the White Se
and establish relations with Russia.

Polish-Lithuanian

Confederation of Poland and Lithuania formed by tinéon of Lyublin

)

t

f

Commonwealth in 1569 AD and lasted till 1795 AD, traditional aanrrent of Russia.

Ermak Cossacks popular leader who conquered Siberia.

oprichnina Special regime of landownership establishing thedli royal governance
over the northeast of Russia and in order to supploe autocracy again
opposition.

Massacre of| Attack by tsarist forces on the city of Novgorodcimnsequence ¢

Novgorod (1571 AD) | suspect in betrayal.

Malyuta  (Grigory) | One of the most odious lead@fprichnicks.
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Skuratov-Belsky
Feodor | (r. 1584 —| Second son of Ivan the Terrible, last represergat¥ the ruling Rurikid
1598 AD) dynasty at the throne.
Boris Godunov Future tsar, previously trusty of Ivan IV, boyaagdvisor andorother-in-law
of Feodor I.
Livonia Lands of the declining Livonian Order which inclddmodern Latvia and
Estonia.
SESSION 7.

TIME OF TROUBLES

On the decline of Rurikid dynasty in 1598 AD, Bo@sdunov (r.1598-1605 AD) became
provisional regent till the election of new tsaidthdugh there were other Rurikid pretenders to
throne (Shuysky, Golitsins, etc.), Boris used thpp®rt of the government administration and
Patriarch Job of Moscow. At the same year, Godunas elected by the Zemsky Sobor and
solemnly crowned first non-Rurikid tsar.

During the first years of his reign, he was popalad prosperous. He needed for Russia
to catch up to the intellectual progress of the Véesl to avoid East-West gap. He was also the
first tsar to import foreign teachers on a largalescand the first to send young Russians abroad
to be educated. As he was tolerant and tried taaugthe relationship with German lands, he
was first to allow Lutheran churches to be builRnssia.

Boris Godunov felt the necessity of access to th#i® Sea and attempted to obtain
Livonia by diplomatic means without success. Howeafter the Russo-Swedish War (1590—
1595 AD) he even gained some towns lost by IvanTieible. He thought also to establish
friendly relations with the Scandinavians and toréase the dignity and stability of his own
dynasty.

Unfortunately the second part of his reign wasswfruitful. During three years (1601-
1603 AD) extremely cold summers wrecked crops, lehto the famine. Widespread hunger led
to mass starvation; the government distributed mamel foodstuffs for poor people in Moscow,
but that only led to refugees flocking to the calpénd increasing the economic disorganisation.
The boyars used this to libel Boris accusing himtha young prince Dmitry assassination.
Suspecting the probable plots, the tsar feared pibesible pretenders to the throne. As
consequence, he forbad the leading boyars to martlyout his permission, encouraged

informers and persecuted suspects on their unstgapstatements.
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In 1603 AD in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealtinan called himself prince Dmitry,
son of Ivan IV, appeared. He announced his claortee Russian throne, uzurped by tsar Boris.
Although the Polish king Sigismund Il officiallyefused to recognize him, some powerful
magnates decided to support Pseudo-Dmytry (or Eaisiéry) with their own forces and money,
expecting rich rewards afterward and considering b a tool to extend their influence over
Russia. The Papacy confirmed his status and prawhde with ideological assistance in order to
increase the hold of Roman Catholicism over thedfaOrthodox Church.

The Russian army under commander Basmanov sucligs&pt the invasion of Pseudo-
Dmitry out of Russian territory while Boris was\ai However Boris Godunov’s reign ended in
chaos. The government showed itself incapable ointamaing order. Many cities were
devastated and rural regions were depopulatedt ¢paads of armed brigands roamed the
country committing all manner of atrocities, therD@ossacks on the frontier were restless.

Boris died in April 1605 AD. His son Feodor Il seeded him and ruled for only a few
months. After the death of Boris Russian troopsabelg defect to Pseudo-Dmitry's side and the
entire Godunov’s family was betrayed and murdengdhie Pseudo-Dmitry proponents in July
1605 AD.

Pseudo-Dmitry | made his triumphal entry into Moscand he was crowned tsar Dmitry
Il by a new patriarch, the Greek Ignatius. At fitts¢ new tsar tried to consolidate his power. His
political opponents were executed or exiled, likatriarch Job of Moscow, who did not
recognise him as the new tsar. In contrast, martieohoble families exiled by Godunov - such
as the Shuysky, Golitsins and Romanovs - were gdahis grace and allowed to return back to
Moscow. Dmitry Il planned to introduce a series paflitical and economical reforms. He
restored Yuri’'s Day, the day when serfs were albwe move to another lord, to ease the
conditions of peasantry.

In foreign policies, Dmitry sought for alliance WwitPolish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
and Roman Pope. He planned a war against Ottomair&and ordered the mass production of
firearms. In his correspondence he referred to élines «Emperor of Russia», though this title
wasn’t recognised at the time.

Before a year had passed the boyars, headed IRutiled prince Vasily Shuysky, began
to plot against Dmitry, accusing him of spreadingm&n Catholicism and sodomy. It was
believed that Dmitry had made a concession to bislP supporters to convert the entire Russia
to Catholicism. This angered the Russian Orthodwr€h, the boyars, and the population alike
and increased the support of his enemies. Anotaetorf was that Dmitry was guarded by
Commonwealth forces, which still garrisoned Moscamd often engaged in various criminal
acts and angered the local population. In May 1806 conspirators stormed the Kremlin.
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Dmitry tried to flee through a window but broke kg in the fall. One of the plotters shot him
dead on the spot. The body was put on display lagr ¢cremated, the ashes reportedly shot from
a cannon towards Poland. Vasily Shuysky took rasghs tsar Vasily IV.

During his reign the period of civil wars and fameiintervention started. It was known as
the «Time of Troubles» (1606-1613 AD). Vasily IVdha little authority and was under the
Boyar’'s Duma control. After the Russo-Swedish alte, the Polish king proclaimed his son
Wiadislaw pretender to the Russian throne and estattie intervention. The Commowealth
troops besieged Smolensk and destroyed the comlitnedo-Swedish forces at the battle of
Klushino in 1610 AD. The Pseudo-Dmitry Il, suppaortey Cossack squadrons of Zarutsky, was
staing near Moscow, but had no enough military doaad political weight to gain the throne.
The Boyar's Duma decided to accept Wladislaw asnatear and enforced Shuysky to abdicate.
In order to be neutralized, Shuysky was takenrtwaastery, forcibly shaved as a monk.

As Wiladislaw was not yet crowned tsar and the ogaarreled among themselves, the
Poles occupied Moscow in order to guarantee thraguests. They also seized Smolensk and
ravaged northeast Russian cities — Kostroma, YavhsVologda. Supporting Pseudo-Dmitry |
as Polish rival, Swedes occupied Novgorod and lgeody Crimean Tatars continued their raids
to the south borderlands of Russia, enormous bafnoisggands swarmed everywhere.

The crisis provoked the patriotic national uprisiagainst the invasion and in autumn
1612 AD, the volunteer army from Nizhni Novgorodi Iby the merchant Kuzma Minin and
prince Dmitry Pozharsky, expelled the foreign ferdeom the capital. The garrison in the
Kremlin surrendered to prince Pozharsky. Russi&iaffy celebrates the anniversary of this
event 04 November as a Day of National Unity.

Finally the «Time of Troubles» provoked by the dstacrisis resulted in the loss of
much territory to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonweatft the Russo-Polish war, as well as to

Swedish Kingdom in the Ingrian War.

Key words, Dates & Figures

Time of Troubles, | Period of instability resulting to political crisisf central authorities, foreign
1606-1610 AD intervention, social and economic disorganisatioshbery and struggle for

power.

Boris Godunov (r.1598-| First non-Rurikid tsar, founder of a short-time Gowv’s dynasty.
1605 AD)

1601-1603 AD Famine in Russia.

Pseudo-Dmytry | or | A retired monk Grigiry Otrepiev, who adopted Caitisim and seized the
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Dmitry Il of Russia | Russian throne under the name of Dmitry II, solva IV.
(r.1605-1606 AD)

Vasily IV Shuysky | Representative of the powerful boyar family of Skyy who proclaimed

(r.1606-1610 AD) himself a tsar after extermination of Dmitry | arstiarted the Time of
Troubles.
Boyar's Duma Advisory body, composed of 7 most powerful boysmsietimes their activity

in 1610-1612 AD is referred as the 7- Boyars’ rule.

battle of Klushino, | Unsuccessful attempt of Vasily IV to stop the Rohdsch resulted in his
1610 AD abdication.

Pseudo-Dmitry I, | Different pretenders to the Russian throne.
Wiladislaw IV Vasa,

etc.

prince Dmitry | Rurikid prince & famous general, participant of tRest people's volunteer

Pozharsky army (Ryazan), military leader of the Secqabple's volunteer army (Nizhny
Novgorod), who captured the Polish garrison of Kiiam

Kuzma Minin Merchant of Nizhny Novgorod, inspirer and organiséthe Secongeople's

volunteer army.

SESSION 8.
MOSCOW TSARDOM UNDER ROMANOV DYNASTY,
XVII CENTURY

In February 1613 AD the Zemsky Sobor, composed fiogasants, Cossacks and
townsmen, elected to the throne the young son wfaReh Filaret, Michael Romanov (r.1613 —
1645 AD). The first task of the new tsar was taclide land of the robbers and invader groups
infesting it and to restore peace. He engaged lPalaptives and Cossacks and pacified the
Central Russia. Fortunately for Moscow, its majonemies, the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth and Sweden were in a bitter conflith wach other. Using their contradictions,
Moscow diplomats succeeded to conclude the pea&iaithovo (1617 AD) and the Truce of
Deulino (1618 AD).

Of course, Russia lost some primordial territoresgecially the access to the Baltic Sea,
but it stabilised the foreign relationships for theher development. Another important result of

the Truce of Deulino was the return from exile atriarch Filaret. As Michael effaced himself
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behind his counselors, his father henceforth toadr the government till his death in October
1633 AD.

Rather than risk their estates in more civil whag great nobles cooperated with the first
Romanovs, enabling them to finish the work of bupeatic centralisation. Thus, the state
required service from both the old and the new litgpprimarily in the military. In return the
tsars allowed the boyars to complete the processs#rfing the peasants.

The structure of central administration was restoat the framework of prikazes
(ministries), supervised by the Boyar's Duma. Tleatal place was occupied by Razryadny
Prikaz (a chancellery and a personnel departmenidth central and provincial administration
including military command) — in home affairs andsBlsky Prikaz (Foreign Office) — on the
international arena. Those offices could be pivataBoyar fractions struggle, so they were
traditionally headed professional clerks — dyakappointed by tsar. The other strategic offices
were Streletsky Prikaz (in charge of marksmen tsowpo served as Moscow garrison), Prikaz

Bolshoy Kazny (Treasury), Poushkarsky Prikaz (feapons and canons) aAdtekarsky Prikaz

(ministry of health). In general, there were aro@@dorikazes of various grades of importance.

Sometimes, the governmental bodies were restrigjethe Zemsky Sobor, which was
convoked regularly till 1653 AD. However, when thetocracy strengthened, they had to play
only the representative function. The local assemsldnd self-government were also supplanted
by governors (voyevoda) directly appointed by tsar.

Machael supported the peaceful stream in intematiaffairs despite the belligerent
approach of his father who even led preparationswiar with the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth. He managed to stabilise the coumtthyt@ strengthen the Romanov dynasty.

Tsar Alexey | (r.1645 —1676 AD) acceded to theotler at the age of sixteen after his
father's death. He was committed to the care of kbgar Boris Morozov, his guardian
sufficiently enlightened to recognise the needshef country. He secured a truce witbland

and carefully avoided complications with tl@ttoman Empire His domestic policy was

scrupulously fair and aimed at relieving the pulblicdens by limiting the privileges of foreign
traders and abolishing a great many useless anensix@ court offices. He took part in the
establishing of regiments of the «foreign orderat the European manner and trained by the
European mercenaries. Aspiring to increase treasimgome, Morozov reduced salaries of state
employees and introduced a high indirect salt Tdoese measures caused the Salt Riot of 1648
AD. In consequence, as Boris Morozov was also axtud sorcery andvitchcraft Alexey
retired him and expelled to the monastery, butfooa long time.

In 1649 AD B. Morozov took active part in preparithg Sobornoye Ulozheniye, a new
legal code which replaced Sudebnik of 1550 AD amag w force till 1845 AD. Previously, the
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state had gradually curtailed peasants’ rights twenfrom one landlord to another. The code
consolidated Russia’s slaves and free peasantain@w serf class and pronounced that class
hereditary and unchangeable. Now runaway peasangsie state fugitives and the power of the
landlords over the peasants «attached» to their l@ve become almost complete. In addition,
middle-class urban tradesmen and craftsmen weesses taxes and like the serfs they were
forbidden to change residence. All segments ofpthulation were subject to military levy and
to special taxes. Together the state and the n@pleptaced the overwhelming burden of
taxation on the peasants, whose rate was 100 tyneader in the mid-XVII century than it had
been a century earlier.

Under such circumstances, peasant disorders wdmrea. Even the citizens of Moscow
revolted against the Romanovs during the Salt Ri648 AD), Copper Riot (1662 AD), and the
Moscow Uprising (1682 AD). However the greatestgagd uprising erupted in 1667 AD. As the
free settlers of South Russia, the Cossacks, kag@inst the growing centralisation of the state,
serfs escaped from their landlords and joined éiels on Don and Volga rivers. The Cossack
leader Stepan (Sten’ka) Razin led his followershgVolga river, inciting peasant uprisings and
replacing local governments with Cossack rule. tBag's army finally crushed his forces in 1670
AD; a year later Sten’ka was betrayed by his tesséind beheaded in Moscow.

After Morozov disgrace, metropolitan Nikon becameew chief minister in 1651 AD.
He collected such vast power, that he could beesatied in the desire of establishing a particular
national papacy. However his most important refavas the revision of the entire Russian
religious system. His scheme of reform includedardy service-books and ceremonies but the
use of the new-fangled icons, for which he ordeaedouse-to-house search to be made. The
country divided into opponents of Nikon (Old Bekss) and the official Orthodox Church
which had to accept the reforms of its Patriarclihdugh Old Believers continued liturgical
practices which the Russian Orthodox Church hadhtai@med before the implementation of
these reforms, Nikon’s patriarchal staff descendid crushing force upon those with whom he
disagreed. His soldiers and servants were chaiggdd gouge out the eyes of these heretical
counterfeits and then carry them through the towrderision & humiliation like Archpriest
Awakum (burnt in 1682 AD).

The greatest achievement of Alexey's policy wath@international sphere. In 1653 AD
the weakness and disorder of Poland encouragecelexattempt to annex from his rival the
primordial Russian lands in Ukraine. He supporteel aprising of Ukrainian Hetman Bogdan
Khmelnitsky and declared the war to the Poles. ddrapaign of 1654 AD was triumphant, and
Lithuanian towns, including the important fortresk Smolensk, fell into the hands of the
Russians. The Polish Livonia was also occupiedaanythe meddling of Sweden in the conflict
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rescued the Commonwealth’s independence. In additBngdan Khmelnitsky appealed to
Alexey for protection from the Poles and broughowbRussian dominance of the Cossack
Hetmanate in Left-Banklkraine The weakened Poland agreed to sign the Treatyndfusovo
(1667 AD) by which the conquered lands were restde Poland, but the infinitely more
important Smolensk and Kiev remained in the harfdRussia together with the whole eastern
bank of the Dnepr river. This agreement was théezement of Afanasy Ordin-Nashchokin, the
first Russian chancellor and diplomat in the modsense, who after the disgrace of Nikon
became the tsar’s first minister until 1670 AD, whae was superseded by the equally able
Artamon Matveyev, whose beneficent influence predaio the end of Alexey’s reign.

Feodor Il (r.1676-1682 AD), the eldest son of Adgxwas showed himself at the same
time as a reformer and as a man incompetent todeagks and obliged to issue his orders from
bed-chamber because from birth he had been hafyaad by a mysterious disease. He founded
the academy of sciences in the Zaikonospassky remgasvhere everything not expressly
forbidden by the Orthodox Church, but the most bletaeform of Feodor Il was the abolition
of the system of «place priority» (or mestnichestwich had paralyzed the civil and military
administration of Russia for generations. By 1682 @l appointments to the civil and military
services were to be determined by merit and theaokithe sovereign, while pedigree (nobility)
books were to be destroyed. Feodor in the same gm@rthe news of his death sparked the
Moscow Uprising.

As Feodor did not leave any children, a disputsatmetween the Naryshkin (supported
by the chief minister Matveev) and Miloslavsky (paped by Golitsins) families over who from
two rest Alexey’s sons (Peter or lvan) should irtttee throne. Peter's half-brother, lvan V, was
the next for the throne, but he was chronicalhaifl of infirm mind. Consequently, the Boyar’s
Duma chose the 10-year old Peter to become tsarmbther Natalya Naryshkina becoming
regent. However the rival clan, leaded by Petastes Sophia, orginised the Moscow uprising
and murdered Peter’s proponent like Matveyev. Sophd her allies now could insist that Peter
and Ivan be proclaimed joint tsars, with Ivan beagglaimed as the senior of the two. Sophia

(r.1682-1689 AD) acted as regent and for sevensysae ruled as an autocrat.

Key words, Dates & Figures

Michael Romanov | First Romanov tsar elected to the throne by a maticassembly. Reigned
(r.1613 — 1645 AD) under influence of his father Patriarch Filaret &eor) Romanov.

peace of Stolbovo (1617 Peace agreements with Poland and Sweden which adhseinternational

AD) and the Truce of | intervention in Russia.
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Deulino (1618 AD)

Ivan Susanin Legendary peasant who guided the special Polisbptrmtended to kill the
pretender Michael Romanov to the forests and pedshith them.

dyaks Professional clerks in the Moscow government.

voyevoda Noble governor appointed by the tsar to replaceltical self-government.

Alexey | (r.1645 -1676
AD) the Calmest

Son of Michael, who gained the most part of losgdian cities from Polan

and joined Ukraine to Russia.

Boris Morozov

Alexey’s minister who assisted in promulgatiorhef$obornoye Ulozheniye.

Sobornoye Ulozheniye
1649 AD

Law code which was in force till 1845AD.Its prouiss established th

serfdom in Russia.

Salt Riot (1648 AD),
Riot (1662
AD), Moscow Uprising
(1682 AD)

Copper

People’s uprisings against central authorities whipermitted to call the

XVII century as the «Rebellious Centurys.

Stepan (Sten’ka) Razin

Cossack, leader of the greatest people’s upriginthé XVII century on th

south and southeast of Russia.

Metropolitan
(Patriarch) Nikon

Chief minister of Alexey | in 1651-1658 AD, inspio€ religious reformation

and initiator of schism of the Russian Orthodox &€hu

Old Believers

Schismatics, proponents of religious rituals beingforce before Nikon's

reforms.

Archpriest Awakum

Spiritual leader of the Old Believers and Nikordeological rival, murdereq
on fire in 1682 AD.

Bogdan Khmelnitsky

Hetman (commander) of Ukraine Cossacks who orgdnise uprising vs

Poland and appealed to Alexey for Ukraine proteater

Treaty of Andrusovo
(1667 AD)

Final agreement of the Russo-Polish war, by whialsia received the Lef

Bank Ukraine, Kiev and Smolensk. Start of reintégraof the Russian lands.

Afanasy Ordin-

Nashchokin

Russian minister and brilliant diplomat, head ok tiRussian embassy

Andrusovo.

Feodor Il (r.1676-1682
AD)

Alexey’s heir, prohibited the system of «placeriiyis.
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Artamon Matveyev

Alexey’s and Feodor’'s chief minister, supported ygakin family in the

struggle for power, murdered during the Moscow sipig of 1682 AD.

Sophia Alexeyevna

(r.1682-1689 AD)

Organiser of the Moscow uprising, regent of Ruslsieang Peter’s childhood
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SESSION 9.
RUSSIAN EMPIRE, XVIII CENTURY

The heir of the Russian tsardom Peter | (r.16825141) was one of the most powerful
rulers of Russia who bridged the East-West gagtethe development of Russian civilisation
by the Mongol yoke and Times of Troubles. Thoughk tthole period of Peter's rule was
wartime, he succeeded to combine military achieveswith administrative reforms.

At the eve of his reign, Peter partially reorgadiiee Russian army along modern lines
and tried of making Russia a maritime power. Hgawifluenced by his advisors from Western
Europe, Peter implemented sweeping reforms aimechamternising Russia. He faced much
opposition to these policies at home, but brutallyppressed any and all riots against his
authority: the rebellions of strelets (1698 AD),sBkirs, Astrakhan and including the greatest
civil uprising of his reign, the Bulavin Cossackstillion on Don river (1707-1708 AD).

The tsar understood that he sought to gain mor&imaroutlets as the sea trade was the
main source of income at that time. His only outitthe time was the White Sea at
Arkhangelsk. The Baltic Sea was controlled by Swedéhile the Black Sea was controlled by
the Ottoman Empire. Peter's primary objective bex#me capture of the Ottoman fort of Azov,
key to the Azov Sea. In 1695-1696 AD Peter orgahtse Azov campaigns, built a large navy
and captured Azov. As Peter could not face thertdto Empire alone, he traveled incognito to
Europe with a large Russian delegation - the sled¢aiGrand Embassy» - to seek the aid of the
European monarchs, but the Europeans at the tinmne mere concerned about who would
succeed the childless Spanish king Charles Il #ianut fighting the Ottoman Sultan.

In such situation Peter decided to acquire comfahe Baltic Sea by returning back the
former Russian lands having lost a century beforduring the Livonian war and Time of
Troubles. He composed the offensive coalition ef mlorthwest European countries (Denmark-
Norway, Saxony, and the Polish-Lithuanian Commorthgas. Sweden and declared the war,
called the Great Northern War (1700 — 1721 AD)1T90 AD at the battle of Narva the bigger
Russian army was suddenly surrounded and exteratinayt the young Swedish king Charles
XII. After the battle, the Swedes decided to comica their forces against their European rivals,
giving Peter | chance to reorganise the Russiary @and to carry out domestic reforms. He
reformed the taxation, implemented a law that &if@d that no Russian man could join a
monastery before the age of 50. Such measures tpsatinhiim to recruit a new army. Step-by-
step, Peter invaded the Baltic coastal in Ingrid Bounded the port of St. Petersbourg in 1703
AD. In order to underline the importance of newy tie proclaimed it capital instead of Moscow
(1712 AD) and ordered to realise the sea traderégpa import through this Baltic port.
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Meanwhile following several defeats, the Saxon Batish king August Il abdicated in 1706
AD. So, Charles XIlI decided to gain back the l@stitories on Baltic coastal and to capture
Moscow. He invaded to Russia in 1708 AD and aftenes strokes of tactics he besieged the
fortress of Poltava in Ukraine. To the Europe delig the summer of 1709 AD Charles suffered
a decisive defeat at the battle of Poltava andttaxile in the Ottoman Empire. In Poland, with
Russian support, August Il was restored as King.

After the victory of Poltava Peter | attacked thigotan Empire and initiated the Russo-
Turkish War of 1710 AD. Overestimating the suppgwtwould receive from Balkan allies, Peter
was surrounded with all his army, court and staffRyuth river. Resulting to this campaign,
Russian troops could stop the war after being greaccontribution and reducing the gains of the
previous Azov campaign. In return, the Sultan ebgpeCharles Xll, but Russia was forced to
guarantee safe passage to the Swedish king, whizeiend traveled back to Sweden through
Germany.

Returning back, Peter | continued the reforms. eslast Russian Patriarch had dead in
1700 AD and the office fell vacant, Peter had reflso name a replacement, allowing the
Patriarch's Deputy to discharge the duties of ttieeo In 1721 AD in order to manage the
Church Peter founded the Holy Synod, a councieofdlergymen, headed by a civil statesman —
Senior Procurer.

In 1711 AD instead of Boyar's Duma Peter the Graaated a Senate of ten trusty
members. In a place of prikazes Peter establighedystem of 9 collegia in 1717 AD. In 1720
AD the entire territory of Russia was divided i®i® administrative districts.

In 1714 AD the tsar issued a decree on compulsdugaion, which dictated that all
Russian children of the nobility, government clerksid other officials, must learn basic
mathematics and geometry, and should be testeidabthie end of their studies

Meanwhile Russian troops occupied most of Finlamon the Swedish fleet at Gangut
(1714 AD) and Grengam (1720 AD) sea battles andaceshthe capital of Sweden. Finally the
Treaty of Nystad was signed in 1721 AD. By thisesgnent, Russia acquired Ingria, Estonia,
Livonia and a substantial part of Karelia. Il pawo million Riksdaler of compensation and
surrendered most of Finland.

Peter I's last years were marked by further reforfRussia. He introduced new taxes to
fund improvements in Saint Petersburg. He abolistied land tax and household tax, and
replaced them with a capitation. The taxes on land on households were payable only by
individuals who owned property or maintained faesli the new head taxes, however, were

payable by serfs and paupers.
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On 22 October 1721, Peter the Great was officipityclaimed Emperor of All Russia.
Peter’s imperial title was recognized by AugustusfiPoland, Frederick William | of Prussia
and Frederick | of Sweden, but not by the otheroRaan monarchs. Several rulers feared that
Peter would claim authority over them, just as H@y Roman Emperor had once claimed
suzerainty over all Christian nations.

In 1722 AD the Emperor introduced a new order @cpdence, known as the Table of
Ranks. Peter directed that precedence should bendieed by merit and service to the Emperor.

Peter died in 1725 AD without naming a successbe ffustees of Peter supported his
wife Catherine I. Really this coup was orginiseddrince Menchikov and other «new menx».
However the real power was uzurped by Menshikov @heér members of the Supreme Privy
Council (advisory body of selected statesmen).

During the reign of Peter Il, a single man-linergison of Peter I, the Supreme Privy
Council continued to struggle for power among théth.its members (except Osterman) were
exiled or murdered. On the death of Peter Il inQLAD, the new leader of the Council prince
Dmitry Golitsin made Anna (daughter of Ivan V, ctess of Courland) Empress.The
councillors hoped that she would feel indebtedh® mobles for her unexpected fortune and
remain a figurehead at best, and malleable at wdmstever, soon Anna loanovna (r.1730-1740
AD) established herself as an autocratic rulemgisier popularity with the imperial guards and
retired the Supreme Council. At first she restoted security police, which she used to
intimidate and terrorize those who opposed her lardpolicies. Having a distrust of Russian
nobles, Anna kept them from powerful positions,teasl giving those to Baltic Germans,
especially the environment of her favorite - Erdshann von Biron, who gained her particular
favour and had considerable influence over hercpdi Biron influence was added by two other
foreigners - Andrey Osterman and Burkhardt Munniahho thoroughly identified themselves
with Russia and headed department of foreign affand same of the army.

Anna's reign saw the beginnings of Russian terait@xpansion into Central Asia and
Caspian coastal. In 1736 AD Anna declared war en@ttoman Empire. Despite the Russian
victory was indecisive, it begun the systematiuggie on the part of Russia to drive to the
South. Russian Empire took also an active pati@i¥ar of the Polish Succession (1733-1735
AD) on the side of Augustus lll, Duc of Saxonia aedtored him at the throne. After this war
the Poland till its division remained under a stabFfluence of the Russian Empire.

In 1740 AD Anna died at the age of 47. The heinl¥d was only a one-year-old baby
(prince-boy). As a consequence, shortly after Asndéath Elizabeth Petrovna (Peter I's
legitimised daughter) succeeded to gain the poleeked Ivan VI in a dungeon and exiled his

mother.
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Elizabeth | (r.1741-1761 AD) restored the admimithe system of her father, reconstructed
Senate, and retired all Germans from top positiotm4.743 AD she concluded an advantageous
peace truce with Sweden finishing the war of 174431AD.

In assistance of the count Shuvalov Elizabeth islhetl the internal duties and
promulgated a new Tariff and Trade Charter in 1&XB4

The political success of Elizabeth | was attributedher vice-chancellor and foreign
minister Alexey Bestuzhev. He supported Austria &mjland at expenses of France and
Prussia, traditionnal allies of Russian rivals —e8en, Poland and Ottoman Empire. The vice-
chancellor isolated Frederic 1l the Great (kingPwtissia) by forcing him into hostile alliances.
During the 7 Year’'s War vs. Prussia & England Rars@army conquered Keningsberg, ravaged
Berlin and won Prussian army at Gross-Egersdorfkayahersdorf. As a result, Frederick Il was
at the last gasp. Only the death of the Russiarresapn January 1762 AD snatched him from
total destruction.

The new Emperor, Peter Il (r.1762 AD) was a dedaahof Peter the Great. During his
short reign, Russia saw several minor but importaobnomic reforms that stimulated
development of capitalism and mercantilism insteddRussia's traditional social practices of
subjugating peasants and townspeople and resdeadgg positions for nobility. He issued an
edict abolishing the practice allowing industritdigo purchase serfs as workers for their
enterprises. He also forbade the importation ofasugto Russia to stimulate domestic
manufacturing. Peter's major social reform was ittieoduction of the Liberty for Nobility,
abrogating Peter the Great’s policy of forcingrathle members of Russian nobility to serve in
the military or civil service without regard fordividual preference for a particular occupation.
However in the foreign policies he incurred manylee' displeasure by withdrawing from the
Seven Years' War and making peace with Prussiayhith Russia did not gain anything
andeven had to return back the Eastern Prussispiia of Russia's occupation of Berlin and
virtual victory in the war. He formed an alliancdttwPrussia and planned to send the Russian
expodition corps to fight in the profit of the Psten king.

In summer 1762 AD the guardsmen commanded by therdzefficers Orlovs arrested
Peter Il and resulting to this conspiracy Petevite Catherine Il became Russian Empress.
Shortly after abdication, Peter Il was foundedek|

To obtain the support of the native aristocracyth€ane I, German princess supported
the policy of Peter Il aimed to grant more prigés and gifts. From Elizabeth the new Empress
received a well-organised administration, develoggstem of taxation. Despite she shared the
ideas of the Enlightenment, she continued the padic enserfing. The distinctions between

peasant rights omotchinaandpomestieestates virtually disappeared in law as well gsractice
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during her reign. Such policy led to the Pugach&ebellion that happened in 1774-1775 AD.

The rebellion managed to consolidate support framous groups including the peasants, the
Cossacks and Old Believers. Pugachev assumed $égul@f an alternative government in the

name of the assassinated Tsar Peter Il and prnoethan end to serfdom. Hardly the revolt was
crushed towards the end of 1774 by the regular aRPugachev was captured soon after and
executed in Moscow in January 1775 AD.

Catherine Il joined Alyaska, Camchatka, Kouryl igla and California to Russia, tried to
establish the relationship with Tokugawa Japon. &Hided some 518,000 km2? to Russian
territory at the expenses of the Ottoman Empire tred Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth.
After two Russo-Turkish Wars (1768-1774 AD and 1B/P2 AD) Catherine made Russia the
dominant power in south-eastern Europe, annexingézr in 1783 AD and Black Sea coastal
(Abkhazia, area between Dnepr and Bug rivers).

In 1764 AD Catherine subdued Poland, placing henéo lover Stanislaw Ponyatowsky
on the Polish throne. In 1768 AD she formally beeaprotector of the Polish—Lithuanian
Commonwealth that resulted in insurrection of tlemf@deration of Bar. Taking into account the
weakness of the Commonwealth, Frederic Il of Peupsbposed to divide Poland. The initiative
was also supported by Austrian Empress Marie-Ther€atherine had to take a leading role in
carrying out the first division of Poland. Afraibat the May Constitution of Poland (1791 AD)
might lead to an insurgence and crushing the Keb&iol Uprising (1794 AD), Russia completed
the partitioning of Poland, dividing all of the raming Commonwealth territory with Prussia
and Austria in 1795 AD.

After the French Revolution of 1789 AD and espdgialter Louis XVI decapitation,
Catherine rejected many principles of the Enlightent that she had once viewed favorably.
She prohibited all diplomatic and trade relationd astarted the preparations to war vs.
Republican France. In 1796 AD, at the height ofi-erénch Catherine Il the Great died

culminating the entire period of the Russian histor

Key words, Dates & Figures

Peter | (r.1682-1725 Son of Alexey I, first Emperor of Russia who britijee East-West gap amd

AD) made Russia the European dominant power.

Bulavin Rebellion Cossacks rebellion on Don river in 1707-1708 ADcteay on the Cossacks
liberties ban

Grand Embassy Delegation of Russian statesmen where Peter | \@yagnder incognitg

looking for coalition the European monarch.
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Great Northern War,
1700 — 1721 AD

Conflict between northern European countries on doeninance over th

Baltica.

battle of Narva, 1700
AD

Astonishing defeat of Russian army by Sweden.

St. Petersbourg

Fort post on Baltic coastal, was founded in 1703 @&l became capital i
1712 AD.

battle of Poltava, 1709
AD

Decisive foot battle of the Great Northern War, 8wedes failed.

Pruth campaign, 1710-
1711 AD

Unsuccessful campaign of Peter | against Turkeyraviiussian army wa

surrounded and had to pay contribution.

Gangut (1714 AD) and
Grengam (1720 AD)

sea battles

Two main Russian victories in sea battles of theaBNorthern wars.

System of collegia, 171]
AD

 System of 9 ministries that replaced prikazes.

Holy Synod

The advisory body, supervising the Church.

Treaty of Nystad, 1721
AD

Peace agreement of the Great Northern War betwessi& and Sweden.

Table of Ranks, 1722
AD

New order of precedence, which directed that prened should bs

determined by merit and service to the Emperor.

Supreme Privy Council

Advisory body of selected statesmen, trustees twr Pewhich supporteq

Catherine | at the throne and tried to control her.

prince Menchikov

Field Marechal, president of the Supreme Privy Gulun
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Anna loanovna | Daughter of lvan V, countess of Courland, RussianpEess.

(r.1730-1740 AD)

Ernst Johann  von| Favorite of the Empress Anna.

Biron

Elizabeth | (r.1741-| Daughter of Peter I, Empress of Russia.

1761 AD)

7 Year's War The pan-European War (1756-1763 AD) between PrumstaEngland from

the first side and Russia, Austria and France #f@nother side.

Alexey Bestuzhev

Diplomat and vice-chancellor of Elizabeth I.

Emelyan Pugachev

Leader of the peasants™ uprising who assumed Isagein the name of th

assassinated Tsar Peter Ill.
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Russian State before Rurik’s arrival
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Reign of Ivan IV the Terrible and Feodor |

10.Time of Troubles

11.Romanov's Rule in i’*]Century: external policy.
12.Romanov's Rule in f7Century: internal aspect.

13.Rule of Peter | the Great and the Great Northern. Wa
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15. Russian Empire under Elisabeth I.

16.International & Internal activity of Catherine He Great.
17.Russian internal policy in theé'half of 19" century.

18. Russian foreign policy in the'half of 19" century.
19.Crimean War, 1853-1856 AD.

20.Internal reforms & external policy in th8%half of XIX century.
21.Rule of Nicolas II.

22.Russia in the tWorld War.

23.Russian February Revolution and Russian Octobeolggon of 1917 AD.
24. Civil War & Creating of Soviet Union.

25.Bolsheviks activities before the World War 1.

26. Soviet Union in the World War Il.

27.Restoring Soviet Economics after the World War Il.
28.Cold War: Soviet coalition against NATO.

29.Perestroyka and Gorbachev's reforms.

30. Abolishing of the Soviet Union and forming of thed8ian Federation.
31.Russian external policy, 1991-2010 AD

32.Russian internal policy, 1991-2010 AD
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